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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Subject :  "Bettering  Good  Homes."  Information  from  the  Division  of  Building 
and  Housing,  U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce,  and  from  Better  Homes  in  .America. 
Menu  and  recipe  from  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Bulletins  available:     "Simple  Plumbing  Repairs  in  the  Home,"     "floors  and 
Floor  Coverings,"     "Convenient  Kitchens,"     "Making  Cellars  Dry,"  "Termites 
in  Buildings,"    "Preventing  Cracks  in  New  Wood  Floors,"    "Chimneys  and  Fire 
Places,  How  to  Build  Them." 

 000 — 

Better  Homes  Week  comes  next  in  this  season  of  special  "Weeks"  galore. 
Sunday,  April  26,  opens  the  tenth  annual  observance. 

Probably  your  community  is  going  to  do  something  about  it.    As  I  told 
you  last  week,  the  national  headquarters  of  Better  Homes  in  America  has  on 
record  7»222  communities  in  the  United  States  that  last  year  observed  Better 
Homes  Week  with  demonstrations  and  exhibits  and  contests. 

I  have  just  been  looking  over  the  report  of  some  of  the  prize-winning 
communities  in  the  1330  Better  Homes  Week  observance.    Let's  see  how  the 
people  in  these  outstanding  communities  set  about  creating  interest  in 
improving  the  great  American  home. 

There  is,  for  example,  Santa  Barbara,  California,  the  leader  among 
communities  of  more  than  10,000.     I  don't  know  just  what  to  call  the  people 
of  that  thriving  California  city.     Santa  Barbarans,  I  suppose.     But  those 
California  place-names  always  have  been  almost  as  mystifying  to  me  as  they 
were  to  my  Iowa  cousin  who  couldn't  comprehend  the  Spanish  "J,"  the  "J"  that 
makes  J-O-S-E  out  to  be  Ho say.     This  cousin  was  corrected  on  the  pronouncia- 
tion  of  a  town  whose  name  was  spelled  L-a  J-o-l-l-a.     "Hot  Jolla,"  the 
California  relatives  told  her,  "Hot  Jolla,  it's  pronounced  Hoya."  That 
evening  the  family  group  went  to  a  restaurant  for  supper.     The  Iowa  cousin 
was  asked  her  choice  of  food.     Considering  the  menu  for  some  time,  she 
finally  replied,  "I'll  have  some  hackrabbit  with  nelly." 

Anyhow,  those  Santa  Barbarans  supplied  all  sorts  of  demonstrations 
and  exhibits  to  aid  their  fellow  citi  zsens  in  bettering  their  homes.  They 
built  a  home  for  a  family  of  small  income  —  and  furnished  it  —  all  at  a 
total  cost  of  $3»350«    They  had  a  competition  to  discover  the  best  home  costing 
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less  than  $S,000  and  "built  in  the  preceding  year.     One  hundred  and  sixty- 
homes  were  entered.     They  had  garden  contests;  small  home  design  contests; 
sowed  wild  flower  seeds  on  vacant  lots  to  beautify  the  townscape  (if  there 
is  such  a  word);   in  short,  they  worked  all  angles  of  bettering  homes  and 
surroundings.    They  even  got  contractors  to  build  and  use  portable  offices 
and  tool  houses  of  attractive  design  so  that  no  builders'  shacks  should  mar 
the  appearance  of  the  Santa  Barbara  outdoors. 

I  can't  take  time  to  tell  you  about  the  other  towns  of  more  than  10,000 
which  won  prizes,  nor  about  the  towns  of  less  than  10,000,  but  I  do  want  to 
call  to  your  attention  the  fact  that  many  rural  communities  also  observed 
Better  Homes  Week.    For  example,  the  committee  in  Coles  County,  Illinois, 
arranged  to  build  and  open  for  public  inspection  a  model  farmhouse  designed 
by  the  department  of  architecture  of  the  State  University.    A  landscape 
architect  of  the  University  also  helped  the  local  folks  plan  and  plant  the 
grounds  about  the  farmhouse. 

Well,  you  know  all  about  what  your  own  community  is  doing  on  these 
lines  this  year.    But  I  wonder  if  you  have  considered  the  fact  that  Better 
Homes  Week  is  a  good  time  to  check  up  on  your  own  house  and  its  equipment. 
Not  all  of  us  can  have  new  houses  this  year  or  any  other  year,  but  we  can  keep 
our  present  places  in  order  and  make  them  more  attractive. 

So  let's  inspect  the  house,  note  all  the  necessary  repairs,  and  im- 
provements this  Spring.     Then  we'll  write  our  Sunday  dinner  menu. 

But  now  we  start  in  at  the  basement  for  our  tour  of  inspection.  Any 
evidence  of  cracks  of  leakage  in  the  walls  or  floor?    Take  a  look,  also,  at 
the  wooden  sills  on  top  of  the  walls  and  note  any  necessary  caulking  to  keep 
out  moisture  or  cold  air.    Other  woodwork  comes  in  for  a  share  of  attention; 
so  do  the  pipes  and  the  floor  drains. 

Then  to  the  heating  equipment,  noting  warped  or  broken  grates  for 
replacement,  and  any  repairs  demanded  by  the  firebox.    Any  cracks  or  leaks 
in  the  boiler?    How  about  the  hot  water  coils?    Brush  the  soot  off  them 
frequently.    And  is  the  chimney  in  good  condition?    Is  the  cement  sound 
around  the  smoke  duct  where  it  enters  the  chimney? 

Next,  up  the  basement  steps  and  to  the  outside  of  the  house.  In- 
spection, now,  of  walls,  windows,  roof,  flashing  and  gutters. 

Back  again  to  the  inside  of  the  house.     Here  we  know  pretty  well  the 
defects.    A  clogged  drain,  a  leaky  faucet,  a  window  or  door  which  sticks, 
will  attract  the  attention  of  some  member  of  the  household.    Which  reminds 
me  again,  I  must  tell  Uncle  Ebenezer  about  the  kitchen  faucet. 

While  we're  inside  the  house,  let's  examine  all  doors,  to  see  whether 
they  hang  true,  and  whether  they  squeak.    Let's  raise  and  lower  all  the 
windows  to  see  whether  they  slide,  and  whether  or  not  the  cords  are  broken, 
or  are  of  unequal  length.     See  if  the  sashes  fit  and  if  weather-stripping  is 
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needed  aroiiad  the  doors  and  windows.    Are  the  screens  tight  enough  to  keep 
out  all  insects? 

Look  for  cracks  in  the  plaster,  especially  over  door  openings,  and  note 
whether  there  is  danger  of  plaster  falling,  in  case  the  ceiling  is  cracked. 

After  we  have  inspected  the  structure  of  the  house,  it  might  "be  well 
to  examine  some  of  the  household  equipment.    We  may  ward  off  trouble  "by 
inspecting  the  cords  on  all  electrical  appliances,  to  see  whether  they  should 
be  renewed.    Are  all  exposed  wires  insulated?    Would  the  installation  of 
additional  outlets  improve  the  lighting?    Be  sure  there  are  extra  fuses  for 
the  fuse  "box,  in  case  one  is  needed. 

If  you  use  gas  for  cooking,  examine  the  stove  burners.     They  may  need 
cleaning,  or  the  air  vents  may  need  adjusting. 

We  could  go  on  for  some  time  inspecting  the  equipment  in  our  houses., 
and  I  hope  you  won't  stop  at  the  things  I  have  mentioned.  But  if  we  ramble 
away  in  our  visit  today,  there  will  be  no  time  for  our  Sunday  dinner  menu. 

However,  before  we  write  the  menu,  I  want  to  mention  one  fact.  You 
may  find  pointers  on  bettering  your  home  in  some  of  the  old  and  new  bulletins 
of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.    For  instance,  the  new  ones 
include,  "Making  Cellars  Dry,"     "Termites  in  Buildings,"    "Preventing  Cracks 
in  New  Wood  Floors,"  and  "Chimneys  and  Fireplaces,  How  to  Build  Them."  The 
old  familiar  standbys  that  many  of  you  have  in  your  kitchen  libraries  are 
"Simple  Plumbing  Repairs  in  the  Home,"    "Floors  and  Floor  Coverings,"  and 
"Convenient  Kitchens." 

Do  you  wish  any  or  all  of  these  for  your  kitchen  library? 

And,  speaking  of  kitchens,  here  we  are,  ready  to  plan  our  Sunday  dinner. 

The  menu  then.    For  the  main  dish  let's  have  a  tender  Swiss  Steak  with 
plenty  of  brown  gravy.    With  it  let's  have  mashed  potatoes  browned  in  a 
baking  dish;  then  green  beans;  vegetable  gelatin  salad;  cocoanut  cream  pie 
and  coffee.     The  salad  is  a  mixture  of  finely  shredded  cabbage,  chopped 
pimento  and  grated  raw  carrot  jellied  in  a.  tart  gelatin  mixture,  like  lemon 
jelly  without  much  sugar.     Serve  the  molds  of  salad  on  crisp  lettuce  with 
mayonnaise  dressing. 

Monday:     "ITew  Labels  for  Canned  Foods." 


